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The Ukiah Daily Journal published an article titled “In Our Opinion: Vote no on Measure V”, on May 15, 
2016. 
 
Mendocino Redwood Company found a number of comments that would benefit from additional correction, 
clarification or commentary which are presented on the right side of the page.  
 
Substantial factual information on Mendocino and Humboldt Redwood forests and its practices are available 
at www.mrc.com. Wherever possible we have provided direct links to specific material on our website to 
help the readers have easy access. 
 

Text of Article 
Text of article begins below, spaces placed to 
allow facts to line up with text of article. 

Facts about Mendocino Redwood Company 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[ BEGINNING OF ARTICLE BELOW] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mendocino Redwood Company (MRC) was created 
in 1998 from lands purchased in Mendocino and 
Sonoma county with the publicly declared mission to 
be good stewards of the forest and at the same time 
run a successful business. We have made significant 
progress in that regard: 

 
1. Adopting policies to make MRCs forestlands 

FSC certified (since November 2000); 

2. Adding more than 1 billion board feet of 
redwood and Douglas fir trees by lowering 
the rate of harvest; 

3. Defining of old growth down to the level of 
an individual tree, along with 
implementation of a policy to protect all 
individual old growth trees across our 
property; 

4. Elimination of traditional clear cutting from 
our property; 

5. Long term investments to improve habitat 
for fish across the property by controlling or 
holding back more than 1 million cubic yards 
of sediment (more than 100,000 dump 
trucks of dirt) from the coastal streams 
flowing through our forest; 

6. Removal of more than 36 long time fish 
barriers, increasing fish bearing streams by 
more than 20 miles. 

7. Operating as an open and transparent 
business; including an open invitation to 
take interested individuals anywhere in the 
forest; 
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[ BEGINNING OF ARTICLE] 
 
 
In Our Opinion: Vote no on Measure V 
 
After listening to both sides in a discussion about 
Measure V this week, we have come to the 
conclusion that Measure V is just not necessary. 
It is perhaps well-intentioned but it’s a confused 
ballot measure that may have unintended 
consequences. 
 
The proponents say that the standing dead trees 
created when private forest owners use 
herbicides to kill invasive species are an 
especially dangerous fire threat and private 
landowners should not be allowed to let the 
trees stand. 
 
The measure is aimed squarely at Mendocino 
Redwood Company and many of its supporters 
are among those who have fought timber 
operations in this county for years. We note that 
during the discussion this week an audience 
member shouted out “Stop logging!” to the MRC 
representative trying to explain the company’s 
position. We think “stop logging” is the real goal 
for many of the Measure V supporters. 
 
We also point out that while many supporters 
talk about the “deadly chemicals” in the forest, 
the ballot measure itself does not ban the 
practice of treating trees with chemicals. It’s 
focus is whether the trees that are killed are 
allowed to stand or must be taken down. 
 
The fire chief from Albion and the retired 
firefighter joining him, wrote Measure V, we 
believe, with the sincere belief that standing 
dead trees are deadlier to firefighters than dead 
trees on the ground. MRC disputes that, citing, 
for one thing, their own studies of tree stands 
after the widespread Lightning Fires of 2008. The 

8. Completing a substantial rebuild of our 
Ukiah sawmill, assuring that Mendocino 
County will have infrastructure in the 
processing of wood products for many years 
to come; and  

9. Employing about 300 skilled employees in 
Mendocino County earning family-level 
wages and benefits. 
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company says its own foresters noted no 
difference in fire strength or heat in stands 
treated with what has become known as the 
“hack and squirt” method. In a nutshell, what 
the company is doing is killing the invasive 
tanoak species which competes with the 
redwoods and other conifers they are trying to 
restore to hundreds of thousands of Mendocino 
County acres, once devastated by clearcutting. 
The tanoak is injected with herbicides and left to 
die standing. After about two to four years it 
falls and then over the next 10 years or so, 
decays entirely. 
 
 
A study of recent scientific research on the 
subject of standing dead trees and fire safety, 
done for the Mendocino County Fire Safe 
Council by the UC Extension Service, concluded 
that first, how the tree died – whether by 
disease or herbicides – does not change the 
severity of the fire if it catches. Second, the 
study concluded that standing dead trees do not 
pose a more severe fire risk than fallen dead 
trees. 
 
The proponents of Measure V simply do not 
have the science behind them. They do not have 
all firefighters behind them either. Firefighters 
are split on the issue and the Chief in Laytonville 
has publicly opposed Measure V. 
 
And while Measure V would make it harder and 
more expensive for MRC (or any private timber 
owner) to transform grown over lands into 
healthy redwood forests again, it does nothing 
about the more than 80,000 acres of standing 
dead trees caused by Sudden Oak Death in 
Mendocino County since 2011.  
 
Compared to the 3,000 acres of MRC treated 
tanoaks in that time, we have to wonder how 
fire safety is really improved with Measure V. 
 

[ END OF ARTICLE] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Mendocino Redwood Company lands, tanoak 
trees are treated selectively, by hand, literally one 
tree at a time.  MRC treats tanoak trees to restore 
the mix of redwood and Douglas fir conifers on our 
land.  Tan oak had come to dominate the landscape 
due to past practices of previous industrial 
landowners.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information regarding the extent of Sudden Oak 
Death can be found at  
http://www.suddenoakdeath.org/.   
 
Mendocino Redwood Company has treated over 1 
million tanoak trees resulting in the restoration of 
approximately 14 million redwood and Douglas fir 
trees.   
 
MRC was created in 1998 from lands purchased in  
Mendocino and Sonoma county with the publicly 
declared mission to be good stewards of the forest 

http://www.suddenoakdeath.org/
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and at the same time run a successful business.   
 
We are working hard to restore the forest we own 
and set an example for other forest owners, 
managers and regulators to be good stewards of the 
forest and at the same time run a successful 
business. We have made significant progress in that 
regard: 

 
1. Adopting policies to make MRCs forestlands 

FSC certified (since November 2000); 

2. Adding more than 1 billion board feet of 
redwood and Douglas fir trees by lowering 
the rate of harvest; 

3. Defining of old growth down to the level of 
an individual tree, along with 
implementation of a policy to protect all 
individual old growth trees across our 
property; 

4. Elimination of traditional clear cutting from 
our property; 

5. Long term investments to improve habitat 
for fish across the property by controlling or 
holding back more than 1 million cubic yards 
of sediment (more than 100,000 dump 
trucks of dirt) from the coastal streams 
flowing through our forest; 

6. Removal of more than 36 long time fish 
barriers, increasing fish bearing streams by 
more than 20 miles. 

7. Operating as an open and transparent 
business; including an open invitation to 
take interested individuals anywhere in the 
forest; 

8. Completing a substantial rebuild of our 
Ukiah sawmill, assuring that Mendocino 
County will have infrastructure in the 
processing of wood products for many years 
to come; and  

9. Employing about 300 skilled employees in 
Mendocino County earning family-level 
wages and benefits. 
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Paid for by Mendocino Redwood Company, LLC 

MRC is regulated by seven (7) state and federal 
agencies, including CalFire.  Additionally, MRC 
voluntarily subjects itself to third part verification of 
forest practices under the guidelines of the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) and has done so since 
2000.  We publish our inventory and many other 
details of our forest management on our website It 
is straightforward to find information on our 
management of the forest.   

From our inception we have encouraged 
transparency and we have a publicly stated policy of 
taking anyone to anywhere on the property at any 
time to see our practices first hand.  Please contact 
John Andersen at 707-272-1177 to arrange for a 
tour.  Additionally, we post our inventory and other 
forest facts on our website.  You can find more 
information at www.mrc.com. 

http://www.mrc.com/

